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Fact Card

Key Points When Planning For Profit
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More information about planning for winter wheat 
can be found at www.growwinterwheat.ca.

Planning for profit is important with all crops. 
Winter wheat, due to the unique timing of field 
operations, requires special attention to maximize 
opportunity to produce profitable results. 
Experienced winter wheat growers plan ahead to 
consistently achieve successful results from their 
crop.

PLANNING
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Have the first fields seeded in spring be the crops to precede 
winter wheat

Choose early maturing varieties for the spring crop

Direct seed into standing stubble

Be aware of post-seeding snow trapping potential

Book seed and fertilizer early and have it on-farm

Have equipment serviced and ready to seed

Seed during the optimal window for your area

Capitalize on opportunities to seed during harvest delays

Don’t wait for rain

Wait to assess winter wheat until all spring seeding is complete

Look for new root growth and healthy crown tissue

Experienced winter wheat growers manage the crop 
intensively to maximize profit

Winter Wheat and Canola
Winter wheat and canola are a winning combination when it comes to 
crop rotations and profitability, with the added benefit of protection 
and enhancement of wildlife habitats and broader benefits such as 
clean water and air.

Canola is the ideal crop for seeding winter wheat after because the 
stubble provides the optimum crown protection during the winter 
months.

Winter wheat and canola together in a cropping system also offer 
producers an excellent opportunity to avoid the development of, or 
manage herbicide resistant weeds. Winter wheat generally does not 
require grassy weed control and several canola production systems 
use “non-traditional” herbicides.

Seeding Canola with Winter Wheat in Mind
Canola should be seeded early in the spring and/or seeded with an 
early maturing variety. Stubble should be available for winter wheat to 
be planted September 1.
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